
The Merritt Family Forest
Å The Merritt Family Forest (MFF) is a 76 acre wooded open space 

property sloping eastward from near the summit of Fort Hill down along 
Route 1 to FishtownRoad - a distance of about one mile.  

Å The main entrance is located along FishtownRoad, about 400 feet south 
of Route 1 (see map), where an historic bridge, consisting of three giant 
stone slabs, spans EcclestonBrook.  Limited parking is available along the 
border to the brook near the stone bridge.

Å The MFF was acquired by the Groton Open Space Association (GOSA) in 
May 2008 as a permanent publicly accessible open space preserve.  The 
aCC ƛǎ ǘƘŜ YŜȅǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ DǊƻǘƻƴΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ƎǊŜŜƴōŜƭǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴōŜƭǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ 
on the west with Bluff Point and Haley Farm, both state parks that GOSA 
was instrumental in saving.  Together they total over 1000 acres and, 
with the Mortimer Wright Preserve, are linked through the MFF to 
publicly and privately protected green spaces to the east.  These include 
Pequot Woods, the former Christmas tree farm on Route 1, and to the 
south, Cutler Middle School land that abuts town owned Beebe Pond 
Park, and AvaloniaLand Conservancy tracts that continue to Beebe Cove 
off the Mystic River.  
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Stone bridge entrance to the Merritt Family Forest across EcclestonBrook on FishtownRd. 
11/6/08

1. Stone bridge across EcclestonBrook
2. Path bordering stream
3. Crossing of the intermittent stream draining the Vernal 
Pool into EcclestonBrook
4. 1st fern glade
5. Opening in stone wall
6. American Beechnut grove
7. Giant split boulder
8. Field of boulders
9. Giant twin boulders
10. 2nd fern glade

11. Knoll with ruins of old farm on right
12. Hillside seepage swamp on left
13. Quarried boulder
14. Knoll - large pile of rocks on summit
15. Knoll with lowbushblueberry/huckleberry  thickets
16. Broad Hollow leading down to Cowslip Brook wetland
17. Opening in stone wall
18. Cowslip Brook wetland border path - abundant 
Cinnamon Fern, Witch Hazel, Sweet Pepperbush and Swamp 
Azalea.
19. Path bordering Cowslip Brook

Natural Features Bordering the New Green Path



Plants Identified to Date in the Merritt Family Forest 01/30/09 
Native Plants
Common Name Scientific Name
Alder, Common Alnusserrulata
Alder, Speckled Alnusrugosa
American Beech Fagusgrandifolia
American holly lexopaca
Anemone, Rue Anemonellathalictroides
Anemone, Wood Anemone quinquefolia
Ash, Black Fraxinusnigra
Ash, Green Fraxinuspennsylvanica
Ash, White Fraxinusamericana
Azalea, Early Rhododendron prinophyllum
Azalea, Swamp Rhododendron viscosum
Bayberry Myricapennsylvanica
Beechdrops Epifagusvirginiana
Birch, Gray Betulapopulifolia
Birch, Sweet Betulalenta
Birch, Yellow Betulaalleghaniensis
Black Chokeberry Aroniamelanocarpa
Black Gum (Tupelo) Nyssa sylvatica
Blue Flag, larger Iris versicolor
Blueberry, highbush Vacciniumcorymbosum
Blueberry, Lowbush Vacciniumsp.
Boneset Eupatorium perfoliatum
Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis
Cherry, Black Prunusserotina
Climbing Hempweed Mikania scandens
Clubmoss, Flat-branched tree Dendrolycopodiumobscurum
(Princess Pine) (Lycopodiumobscurum)
Clubmoss, Shining Huperzialucidula
(Shining Firmoss) (Lycopodiumlucidulum)
Cockspur Hawthorne Cratageuscrus-galli
Dodder Cuscutagronovii
Dogwood, Flowering Cornusfloridus
Dogwood, Pagoda Cornusalternifolia
Dogwood, Silky Cornusamomum
Downy Rattlesnake Plantain Goodyerapubescens
Dwarf cinquefoil Potentilla Canadensis
Elderberry Sambucusamericana
CŀƭǎŜ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ-Seal Smilacinaracemosa
Fern, Cinnamon Osmundacinnamomea
Fern, Evergreen Wood Dryopterisintermedia
Fern, Interrupted Osmundaclaytoniana
Fern, Marginal Wood Dryopterismarginalis
Fern, Netted Chain Woodwardiaareolata
Fern, New York Dryopterisnoveboracensis
Fern, Sensitive Onocleasensibilis
Forget Me Not Myosotissp.
Grape, Riverbank Vitis riparia
Greenbrier Smilax orbiculata
Ground Cedar, Southern Diphasiastrumdigitatum

(Lycopodiumdigitatum)

Ground Pine Lycopodiumobscurum
Hawthorn, Cockspur Crataeguscrus-galli
Hazelnut, American  Corylusamericanum
Indian Cucumber Root Medeolavirginica
Indian Pipe Monotropa uniflora
Inkberry Phytolaccaamericana
Ironwood Carpinuscaroliniensis
Jack-In-The-Pulpit Arisaemiaatrorubens
Joe Pyeweed Eupatorium
Large-flowered Bellwort Uvulariagrandiflora
Lily, Canada Liliumcanadensis.
Lily, Pennsylvania Liliumpennsylvanicum
Mad-Dog Skullcap Scutellarialateriflora
Maleberry Lyonialigustrina
Maple, Red Acer rubrum
Maple, Sugar Acer saccharum
Marsh Marigold (Cowslip) Calthapalustris
Mountain Laurel Kalmia latifolia
Nodding Trillium Trillium cernuum
Oak, Black Quercusnigra
Oak, Chestnut QuercusPrinus
Oak, Pin Quercuspalustris
Oak, Red Quercusrubra
Oak, Swamp White Quercusbicolor
Oak, White Quercusalba
Partridgeberry Mitchella repens
Poison Ivy Rhusradicans
Poison Sumac RhusVernix
Purple-flowering Raspberry Rubusodoratus
Rattlesnake root Prenenthessp.
Red Cedar Juniperusvirginiana
Rough Avens Geumvirginianum
Sassafras Sassafrasalbidum
Shining Clubmoss Lycopodiumlucidulum
Shinleaf Moneses
Shinleaf Pyrollaelliptica
Skunk Cabbage Symplocarpusfoetidum
Small Ginseng Panaxtrifolius
Smaller Forget-Me-Not* Myosotislaxa
Snakeroot Saniculatrifoliate
Spicebush Linderabenzoin
Spireasteeplebush Spireasp.
Jewelweed Impatiens capensis
Spotted Wintergreen Chimaphilamaculata
Square-stemmed Monkey Flwr Mimulusringens
StaghornSumac Rhustyphina
Starflower Trientalisborealis
Stargrass Hypoxishirsute
Swamp Rose Rosa paulstris
Sweet Pepperbush Clethraalnifolia
Tall Meadow-Rue Thalictrumpolygamum
Tapegrass Vallisneriaamericana
Tulip Tree Liriodendron tulipifera

Turtlehead Cheloneglabra
Viburnum, Arrowwood Viburnumdentatum
Viburnum, Maple-leaved Viburnumacerifolia
Viburnum, Nannyberry Viburnumlentago
Violet, Marsh Blue (tentative) Viola cucullata
Violet, Northern White Viola pallens
Virginia Creeper Parthenocissusquinquefolia
Walnut, Black Juglansnigra
Walnut, White (Butternut) Juglanscinerea
Water Dock Rumexorbiculatus
White baneberry (Doll's Eyes) Actaeapachypoda
White Pine Pinusstrobus
Wild Geranium Geraniummaculatum
Wild Leek (Ramp) Allium tricoccum
Wild Yam Dioscoriasp.
Winged Sumac Rhuscopallina
Winterberry Ilex verticillatus
Witchhazel Hamamelisvirginiana

Nonnative Plants
Common Name  Scientific Name
Andromeda Pierisjaponica
Autumn Olive Elaeagnusumbellata**
Barberry, Japanese Berberisthunberghii**
Buckwheat, climbing false Polygoniumscandens
Burning Bush (Winged Euonymus)Euonymousalatus**
Butter-and-eggs Linariavulgaris
Canary Grass Phalariscanariensis
Cherry, Sweet Prunusavium
Common Name Scientific Name
Day-Lily Hemerocallusfulva
Fern, bracken fern Pteridiumaquilinum
Fern, royal Osmundaregalis
Japanese Honeysuckle Lonicerajaponica**
Jetbead Rhodotyposscandens
Long-Bristled Smartweed Polygonumcespitosum
Moneywort Lysimachianummularia*
Multiflora Rose Rosa multiflora**
Nightshade Solanumdulcamara*
Oriental Bittersweet Celastrusorbiculatus**
Peppermint Mentha piperita
Phragmites Phragmitesaustralis**
Princess Tree Paulowniatomentosa*
Privet Ligustrumsp.*
vǳŜŜƴΩǎ !ƴƴŜ [ŀŎŜ ό²ƛƭŘ ŎŀǊǊƻǘύDaucuscarota
Spirea, Japanese Spireajaponica
Water Smartweed Polygonumamphibium
Watercress (or Cardamime) Nasturtium officinale
Wineberry Rubusphoenicolasius*

*= Potentially invasive
**=Invasive
Species ID is ongoing .  Another 100 species probably can be added.



MFF vernal pool full of Fairy Shrimp (Eubranchipusvernalis),  Wood Frog (Ranasylvestris) eggs and 
Spotted Salamander (Ambystomamaculata) eggs.  These three important vernal pool indicator species 
mark this seasonal pool as a high functioning vernal pool ecosystem , which suggests the probability of 
high species diversity.  19 April 2008


